INTRODUCTION
THE wrath of the expert when the amateur goes clod-
hopping in the midst of his carefully tilled gardens is a
fearsome thing, and no one can publish a book like this without
being uneasily conscious of it. That this is the book of an
amateur no one knows better than its author, but he will
hope that to the term "amateur" the correct meaning may
be attached. The word "amateur", says the Oxford Diction-
ary, means, "One who is fond of; one who cultivates a
thing as a pastime". That is exactly the position. This book
has been written for love, as an expression of an odd
fondness of many years' standing for reading about the
various aspects of the scholar's life in the twelfth century, and
of the effects of the twelfth-century Renaissance on the social
life of Europe as a whole. Thus the book is really a holiday
task. As such it is limited to those sides of twelfth-century life
which I happen to find interesting, and is very far from being
either an exhaustive or comprehensive examination of the life
of the century as a whole. Thus but little is said of the monastic
revival, and nothing of the growing power of Pope and
Emperor which came to their respective climaxes at the end
of the century in Innocent HI and Frederick II. The Crusades,
which absorbed so much of the creative thought and action
of the time, are hardly mentioned. The gaps are tremendous,
but to draw a truly proportioned picture of the history of
Europe during those hundred vital years would occupy nothing
less than the lifetime of a great scholar: the more modest
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